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Washington, D. C.—June 1952 
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Coast Guardsmen Are Decorated 
Five Gold Medals, Four Silver Medals, and 


Fifteen Commendations for Twin Rescues 


Five Gold Life-Saving Medals, four Silver Life-Saving Medals, and 15 Coast 
Guard Commendations were awarded 21 Coast Guardsmen by Edward H. Foley, 
Under Secretary of the Treasury, and VADM Merlin O’Neill, USCG, Commandant 
of the Coast Guard, at an impressive ceremony held in the Main Treasury Building 
at Washington on 14 May. The awards—largest number ever to be given for a rescue 
operation—were for the rescue of 70 men in a heavy storm at sea 18-19 February. 
The rescued were crew members of the tankers, S. S. Fort Mercer and 8. 8S. Pendleton 
which broke in two in 70-knot winds and 60-foot seas off the coast of Cape Cod, Mass. 

The group ceremony was held in the Treasury before Members of Congress and 
high-ranking Coast Guard officers. Members of Congress from the homes of each 
man decorated, and member of committees which handle Coast Guard legislation, 
also were invited. Also present were William B. St. John of the National Bulk 
Carriers, Inc., owner of the Pendleton, and C. A. Thomas, W. G. Johnson, and P. J. 
Clausen of the Trinidad Corp., owner of the Fort Mercer. 

VADM O'Neill described the Cape Cod rescue operations as unique in Coast Guard 
history. With each tanker broken in two, 40 miles apart, four hulks with survivors 
aboard were left adrift in the mountainous seas. 

He said all types of rescue equipment were used including large Coast Guard 
eutters, an airplane, an ocean-going tug, motor lifeboats, radar, rubber lifeboats, 
scramble nets, lifelines, and exposure suits. 

“But most of all,” said Admiral O'Neill, “the situation called for raw courage 
and skill of the highest order—backed by Coast Guard teamwork. 


THE FIVE GOLD LIFE SAVING MEDAL WINNERS—Left to right: Andrew J. Fitzgerald, EN2; 
Ervin E. Maske, SN; Bernard C. Webber, BM1; Richard P. Livesey, SN; and ENS 
- William R. Kiely, Jr. 
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Those decorated with the Treasury’s Gold Life-Saving Medal for “extreme and 
heroic daring” were ENS William R. Kiely, Jr., Andrew J. Fitzgerald, EN2; Edwin 
E. Maske, SN; Bernard C. Webber, BM1; and Richard P. Livesey, SN. Webber, 
Livesey and Fitzgerald were assigned to the Chatham, (Mass.) Lifeboat Station at 
the time of the rescue operation while ENS Kiely was assigned to the cutter Yakutat 
and Seaman Maske to the lightship Stonehorse of Chatham. 

The four receiving the Silver Life-Saving Medal were ENS Gilbert E. Carmichael 
(R); Paul R. Black, EN2; Edward A. Mason, SA; and Webster G. Terwilliger, SN. 
All these men are still serving aboard the Yakutat where they were assigned at the 
time of the rescue. 

Coast Guard Commendation Ribbons were awarded to the following: LCDR John 
N. Joseph; Antonio F. Ballerini, BM3 (P); Donald H. Bangs, BMC; Richard J. 
Ciecone, SA; John J. Courtney, BM3; John F. Dunn, EN1; Phillip M. Griebel, RM1; 
Emory H. Haynes, EN1; Roland W. Hoffert, GM3; Eugene W. Korpusik, SA; Ralph 
L. Ormsby, BMC; Dennis J. Perry, SN; Donald E. Pitts, SN; Alfred J. Roy, BM1; 
and Herman M. Rubinsky, SA. 

EpiTor’s Note.—The citations accompanying these awards will be found on pages 
220 and 221. 


The Gold Life-Saving Medal Citations 


BERNARD CHALLEN WEBBER, BM1—‘For extreme and heroic daring on the 
night of 18 February 1952, as officer-in-charge of Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat No. 
CG-36500, engaged in the rescue of survivors of the tanker Pendleton, which had 
broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Cape Cod, Mass. Despite high 
seas, winds of gale force, intermittent snow squalls, and extreme darkness, Webber 
displayed expert seamanship in proceeding across the hazardous Chatham bar and 
rounding up to the stern section of the Pendleton, on which 33 survivors were 
stranded. There, in the face of extreme peril, Webber assisted in rescuing 32 
of these men from imminent death only minutes before the stern section of the storm- 
wrecked tanker capsized. Although greatly overloaded, the CG-—36500 was again 
brought safely over the bar, and the survivors landed at Chatham. Webber’s 
initiative, exceptional courage, professional skill, and inspiring leadership were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.” 

RICHARD PAUL LIVESEY, SA, ANDREW JAMES FITZGERALD, EN2 (P), 
and ERVIN EARL MASKE, SN, as crew members of the CG—36500 were given 
citations identical with the preceding one. 

ENS WILLIAM RUSSELL KIELY, JR., USCGR—“For extreme heroic daring on 
the morning of 19 February 1952, as coxswain of a motor surfboat from the United 
States Coast Guard Cutter Yakutat, engaged in the rescue of survivors of the tanker 
S. S. Fort Mercer, which had broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Cape 
Cod, Mass. Although the surfboat had been damaged while getting away from the 
Yukutat, Kiely displayed outstanding seamanship and unusual daring in bringing it 
to the bow section of the Fort Mercer. There, in the face of extreme peril, he and 
his crew persuaded two survivors to jump into the water so that they could be picked 
up. The survivors were recovered and taken aboard the surfboat which, severely 
damaged and in a sinking condition, was forced to return to the Yakutat. Kiely’s 
initiative, exceptional courage, professional skill, and inspiring leadership were in 
keeping wth the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.’ 


The Silver Life-Saving Medal Citations 


ENS GILBERT ELLZEY CARMICHAEL, USCGR—“For heroic action on the 
morning of 19 February 1952 as a crew member of a motor surfboat, from the United 
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States Coast Guard Cutter Yakutat, engaged in the rescue of survivors of the tanker 
S. S. Fort Mercer, which had broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Cape 
Cod, Mass. Although the motor surfboat had been damaged while getting away 
from the Yakutat, Carmichael displayed outstanding seamanship while assisting 
in bringing it to the bow section of the Fort Mercer. There, in the face of extreme 
peril, he and other crew members persuaded two survivors to jump into the water 
so that they could be picked up. The survivors were recovered and taken aboard 
the surfboat which, severely damaged and in a sinking condition, was forced to 
return to the Yakutat. Carmichael’s exceptional courage, professional skill, and 
unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 





United States Coast Guard.” 


PAUL RONALD BLACK, EN2, EDWARD A. MASON, JR., SN, and WEBSTER 
G. TERWILLIGER, SN, all of the Yakutat received citations identical to the 


preceding one. 





CAPT Ira E. Eskridge Now 
Deputy Chief of Staff 


CAPT Ira E. Eskridge has been desig- 
nated Deputy Chief of Staff at Headquar- 
ters according to an announcement by the 
Commandant. Captain Eskridge will fill 
the position when RADM Russell E. Wood 
now holding that title leaves for his duties 
as Commander of the Fifth Coast Guard 
District which is expected to be 1 July. 


CAPT Ira E. Eskridge 


RADM Wood was selected to be Deputy 
Chief of Staff in May 1951 when recent 
amendments in the organization of Coast 
Guard Headquarters became effective. 
At that time the billet of Chief of Staff 
was created with the functions of five 
key Headquarters Divisions operating 








under it. The billet calls for a Captain 
or Read Admiral. 

In 1945 Captain Eskridge served 5 
months as Chief,Headquarters Adminis- 
trative Division, and this was followed 
by duties there again from January 1950 
until the present as Chief, Office of Fi- 
nance and Supply. This billet was abol- 
ished last year in favor of a new designa- 
tion, Comptroller. 


A Preview of May—June 
Engineer’s Digest 


Interesting reading in the May-June 
issue of the Engineer’s Digest: 

The “Why” of shipboard radio inter- 
ference and how it may be overcome. 

“How Hot is Hot”—explaining spon- 
taneous combustion and such strange 
facts as wood igniting at a much lower 
temperature than gasoline, and how lube 
and fuel oil may burn before gasoline. 

A design for a heavy chain grapnel by 
Naval Engineering. 

A serious hazard inherent in the use 
of new falls with Ramond release hooks 
under the Safety Section. 

And how plastics will affect boat con- 
struction in consideration of the new 
40-foot plastic power boat recently de- 
livered to the Coast Guard. 


The Twelfth Coast Guard District 
basketball team recently took the Bay 
Area Armed Forces Championship by 
beating the Alameda Naval Air Station 
Helleats, 75 to 73. 
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Memorial Chapel Dedicated June 6 


On the morning of June 6 amid an impressive audience of Government, military, 
and civilian leaders, the new, long-awaited Coast Guard Memorial Chapel was 
dedicated at the Coast Guard Academy at New London, Conn. 


Order of Ceremonies 


Chaplain F. D. Hewitt, Jr., U. S. Navy, Presiding 


a OE 
PROCESSIONAL_ 
| 
IeVOCATION......... 
PRESENTATION 


gn cane 


DEDICATORY ADDRESS-------------- 
cn kd es alin in salt inen es oto 


BENEDICTION. 


SEMPER PARATUS---__--__-- : 
By ee Sy yl 
CS eee : 
MUSICAL POSTLUDE_--_-__-~---------. 


-Rt. 


“Praeludium Festivum’—Becker. 

“Triumphas March’—Grieg. 

USCG Academy Glee Club. 

Chaplain Josua L. Goldberg, U. S. Navy. 

Mr. Daniel W. Bell, Chairman, Honorary 
National Executive Committee of the 
Chapel Fund Campaign. 

Vice-Admiral Merlin O’Neill, 
dant, U. S. Coast Guard. 


Comman- 


Hon. John W. Snyder, Secretary of the 
Treasury. 


“Bless This House’—Brahe. 


Rev. Monsignor George S. L. Connor, 
V. G., representing his Eminence 
Francis Cardinal Spellman. 


USCG Academy Glee Club. 
Audience participation. 
“Recessional’—De Koven. 


“Toccata Finale 5th Symphony”’—Wider. 


Director of Band and Glee Club 
Chief Warrant Officer G. H. Jenks, Jr., USCG 


Organist 


Musician Chief Peter J. Wihtol, USCG 


Carillonneur 


Mr. Frederick L. Marriott, University of Chicago 
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The Memorial Chapel 


The Story of the Memorial Chapel 


HE story of the Coast Guard Memorial Chapel begins in the Eightieth Congress, 

July 21, 1947. On that date, Congress passed the bill which had been first 
sponsored by Representative Schuyler Otis Bland, of Virginia, and Chairman of 
the Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee, and later introduced by Representative 
Horace Seely-Brown of Connecticut. This legislation authorized the Coast Guard to 
build a chapel at the Coast Guard Academy, New London, Conn., “. . . for religious 
worship by any denomination, sect or religion.” 


(Continued on next page) 
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The Fund Drive 


The need for a chapel at the Academy 


had long been felt and discussed. Since 
the Academy first opened its doors in 
1877, it had never had a chapel, as such, 
where religious services could be held. 
Classrooms, auditoriums, and gymna- 
siums were used in the past. Even 
in 1932, when the Academy was moved 
to its present site, no provision was made 
for a chapel. Although first plans al- 
lowed $50,000 for a chapel, this money 
was used to complete the Engineering 
Building and no funds were left for a 
chapel. 

With the passage of the act in 1947, 
the Coast Guard had the necessary au- 
thorization to build the chapel, but no 
money was appropriated to cover its 
eost. Fortunately, those who had 
framed the bill had the foresight to see 
it provided that money raised by public 
subscription could be used to construct 
a chapel at the Academy. With this in 
mind, the Commandant of the U. S. Coast 
Guard, Admiral J. F. Farley, gave the 
green light to the project by appointing 
an Honorary National Committee to es- 
tablish a Memorial Chapel Fund. 

Daniel W. Bell, a former Undersecre- 
tary of the Treasury, volunteered to 
serve as the National Committee Chair- 
man. Vice Adm. James Pine, USCG 
(Ret.) was Vice Chairman. Other well- 
known members of the committee in- 
cluded Vice Adm. Harry G. Hamlet, 
USCG (Ret.), former Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Senator Raymond E. 
Baldwin of Connecticut, Commander W. 
H. (Jack) Dempsey, USCGR (Inactive), 
Senator Brien McMahon of Connecticut, 
Henry Morgenthau, Jr., former Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, Representative 
Horace Seely-Brown of Connecticut, Mr. 
Prentiss M. Brown, Chairman of the 
Soard, Detroit Edison Co., and 17 other 
leaders from the fields of religion, poli- 
tics, and business. Capt. (then Com- 
mander) James C. Wendland, USCG, 
was named as the National Executive 
Secretary. 

Capt. Arnaud C. Marts, USCGR and 
President of Marts & Lundy, New York, 
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guided the big task of organizing and the 
fund raising began. Civilian Committees 
were formed in the large cities of each 
Coast Guurd District. Each District had 
its own Executive Secretary, who was the 
Director, U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
Each District was assigned a quota to 
meet, ranging from $25,000 to $75,000. 

Contributions to the Memorial Chapel 

Fund were deposited in the Treasury of 
the United States in accordance with 
regulations set forth by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The fund was started in 
October 1948, when two persons in the 
Accounting Section at Coast Guard Head- 
quarters, Charles Forsburg and Mrs. Hel- 
ene N. Connor, contributed one dollar 
each to establish it. They were the initial 
contributors. The Washington SPAR 
group voted to contribute the $172.79 bal- 
ance in its treasury to the Chapel Fund, 
and thus the flow of contributions began. 

The drive was to begin formally on 
November 7, 1948. There had been some 
publicity on a Nation-wide scale, mainly 
through the efforts of Arthur Godfrey on 
his coast-to-coast radio show. It was 
decided to let each District handle the 
publicity for its own area and thus the 
times of the drive varied in the different 
districts. Several districts got under way 
in early December, while others waited 
for the competition of Christmas and 
other fund-raising campaigns such as the 
Community Chest to pass before starting 
their drives early in 1949. 

The Coast Guard Magazine published 
a feature article on the chapel in its Jan- 
uary 1949 issue, and continued to assist 
throughout the drive through the efforts 
of the editor, Edward Lloyd. 

Eddy Arnold brought his troupe of en- 
tertainers to Washington to participate 
in a benefit show. The Breakfast Club’s 
Don MeNeill publicized the Chapel Fund 
Drive on his coast-to-coast ABC radio 
program, and throughout the country 
various radio stations donated time for 
spot announcements. The drive was 
under way in earnest. 

The contributors who wanted to give 
large sums of money to the Fund, indi- 
viduals, groups, associations, were offered 
the opportunity to sponsor appropriate 
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parts or equipment for the Memorial 
Chapel, to honor close relatives or friends 
as individual memorials. Each individ- 
ual memorial thus sponsored was to be 
marked with a suitable plaque. Dona- 
tions for these individual memorials could 
range from $100 for a candle lighter to 
$10,000 for one of the windows. A pew, 
for example, could be sponsored for $500. 

Captain Wendland received many sin- 
cere letters from relatives and friends of 
Coast Guardsmen who had been killed 
in service, expressing a deep interest in 
the project and offering small contribu- 
tions which were gratefully accepted. 
The smallest contribution was one 
penny, the largest, $172,000. 

This largest contribution to the Me- 
morial Chapel Fund, of $172,000, was 
made by the A. W. Mellon Educational 
and Charitable Trust of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The large gift was procured through the 
personal efforts of Mr. Bell, the National 
Committee Chairman, with Donald Shep- 
ard, one of the Trustees of the Mellon 
Trust, and was announced publicly in 
August 1949. The generous donation 
actually made up the deficit in the Fund, 
and made it possible to overshoot the 
goal of $450,000. 

The late Mr. Mellon had served as 
Secretary of the Treasury from 1921 to 
1932. He had always had a keen inter- 
est in the affairs of the Coast Guard. 
When he died, he left a larger sum of 
money to establish a trust to further 
educational and charitable work in the 
Pittsburgh area. 

The trustees of the Meilon Trust gra- 
ciously voted to allow an exception in 
the case of the Coast Guard Memorial 
Chapel Fund Drive and grant the be- 
quest, Their action insured the success 
of the drive and aided materially in 
shortening it. A plaque honoring A. W. 
Mellon is located in the vestibule of the 
Chapel. - 

It reads: 


“In memory of Andrew W. Mel- 
lon, Secretary of the Treasury, 
United States of America, 
1921-1982. 
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“His deep personal interest in the 
administration of the U. S. 
Coast Guard aided its prog- 
ress. The generosity of the 
Educational and “Charitable 
Trust established by him con- 
tributed greatly in making this 
memorial chapel a reality.” 


While Mr. Bell was negotiating for 
this large contribution, other contribu- 
tions were pouring in to the various Dis- 
trict Committees. They came from in- 
dividuals, shipping firms and allied 
industries, various marine agencies, 
yachtsmen, service personnel, and in 
short, from anyone who was interested in 
the Service. 

An editorial in The Rudder, a magazine 
for yachtsmen, points up this fact. It 
said, in part, “Every yachtsman has had 
direct or indirect contact with the Coast 
yuard, many of us owe them our lives 
or our property or both. Therefore, it 
is only fitting that we should now lend 
them a hand in securing for them what 
they have needed these many years.” 

Many contributions came from our 
neighboring country, Canada. 

Appropriately enough, New London, 
Conn., location of the Coast Guard Acad- 
emy and future home of the Memorial 
Chapel, was the first city to oversubscribe 
its quota of $10,000. Cleveland, Ohio, 
was the second city to oversubscribe— 
its quota being $25,000. The Seventh 
District was the first Coast Guard Dis- 
trict to oversubscribe its goal. Another 
big boost came from the contribution of 
$70,000 from the TARS and SPARS fund. 

By June of 1949, the final goal was in 
sight. The Fund was $60,000 short of 
the desired $450,000. The District Com- 
mittees were urged to intensify their ef- 
forts to meet the drive’s termination 
date which was Coast Guard Day, August 
4. The Coast Guard Auxiliary, Coast 
Guard League, Coast Guard Reserve, and 
Coast Guard Welfare Units held bene- 
fits; raffles, teas, dinners, bridge, and 
fashion shows produced funds. The 
twelfth Coast Guard District held a car- 
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nival. In short, the whole Nation-wide 
team was making a final concerted effort 
to push the drive over the top. It did not 
fail. 

ven after the drive’s termination 
date, the donations continued to trickle 
in so that ultimately on May 1, 1952, 
slightly over $500,000 had been donated 
and deposited in the Fund of the United 
States Treasury. 


Chapel Features and Memorials 


With the successful conclusion of the 
drive for funds, the actual planning and 
construction of the chapel began. 

In December 1950, the General Services 
Administration in Washington, D. C., ad- 
vertised for bids, and James King & Son 
of New York City, the lowest bidder, con- 
tracted to build the Memorial Chapel at 
the Academy for $468,700. The architect 
was Douglas W. Orr, of New Haven, 
Conn. 

Meanwhile, Captain Wendland at 
Headquarters was still involved in cor- 
respondence details of the 
various individual memorials. 

The eight etched glass windows in the 
Memorial Chapel had been among the 
first individual memorials to be spon- 
sored. They are made up of panes of 
pale, warm-tinted plate glass, using the 


concerning 


modern techniques of sandblasting, pol- 
ished cuts, and carving throughout. 
They were designed to allow the maxi- 
mum of light in the interior of the Chapel 
and the significant themes will be evident 
to those who look for them, but subordi- 
nated to the architectural effect as a 
whole. Each window has its dominant 
theme set forth in a 
Psalms 


verse from the 
and the subject is developed 
symbolically. Similarity of scale is car- 
ried out in the series, but the composi- 
tions are varied for the sake of the in- 
terest of the individual windows. 

The windows represent the following 
memorials: members of the U. S. Coast 
Guard Academy Class of 1932 who have 


given their lives in the performance of 
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duty; men who lost their lives on the 
U. S. C. G. C. Eastwind ; officers and men 
who lost their lives on the U. 8S. S. Leo- 
pold when sunk by enemy submarines 
during World War II; USCG Reserves 
who lost their lives in World War II by 
the Reserve Officers; Navy-Marine 
Corps Window; U. 8. Public Health 
Service Window; Department of U. S. 
Army Window; Department of the U. S. 
Air Force Window. 

One of the most interesting gifts is 
the Remembrance Book, to be a perma- 
nent part of the Memorial Chapel. In it 
will be listed the names of all individuals 
and associations who contributed to the 
Chapel Fund. 

The carillon in the chapel was spon- 
sored by the Coast Guard Auxiliary of 
the Eleventh Coast Guard District who 
died in World War II. The carillon is 
the latest development of this type of 
electronic musical instrument, manufac- 
tured by the Maas-Rowe Organ Company, 
of Los Angeles, Calif. Through the in- 
terests of this firm, Mr. Frederick L. Mar- 
riott, an outstanding carillonneur in the 
country, played the carillon on June 6, 
1952, the day the Chapel was dedicated. 

The organ was presented by the Thea- 
ter Owners of America, through the in- 
terests of Mr. Ted Gamble and Mr. Simon 
Fabian. It came from one of the largest 
movie theatres in Syracuse, N. Y., and 
has been completely refinished and tuned. 

The pulpit was sponsored by the Coast 
Guard Chief Warrant and Warrant Offi- 
Association. It is dedicated to 
Chief Warrant and Warrant Officers who 
have given their lives in the performance 


cers 


of duty. 

The Academy Class of 1934, contributed 
the baptismal font to be dedicated to 
LT. Thomas J. E. Crotty, USCG, who died 
in a Japanese prison camp. 

Among the donors of individual pews 
are the Waesche family for a memorial 
to the late Admiral Russel Randolph 
Waesche; the Society of Merchant 
Marine Inspectors, the Bayview Yacht 
Club of Detroit, the American Pilots’ 
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Association, and the Academy Class of 
1935. 

The altar was sponsored by the U. S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Associa- 
tion. 

The altar rail was sponsored by Lt. 
Harry E. Ringling, USCGR, as a memo- 
rial to the crew of the ill-fated Escanaba, 
which was sunk during the war. Lieu- 
tenant Ringling was attached to the 
Escanaba, but was transferred a few 
hours before she sailed on the voyage 
from which she never returned. 

Rear Adm. Louis W. Perkins, USCG, 
the Commander of the Fourteenth Coast 
Guard District, Honolulu, gave his time 
and energy to making the fringe for the 
sounding shell of the pulpit. One of the 
Admiral’s hobbies is knotting, and he 
spent over 90 hours in the making of the 
intricately designed fringe. A possible 
“seagong motif” can be detected in the 
work. 

Hanging in the Memorial Chapel are 
16 flags representing the 16 virtues. The 
flags are of hand-dipped silk, with white 
and gray figures on a blue background, 
and are individually designed. 

The ground-breaking ceremonies for the 
Chapel were held March 1, 1951, and the 
cornerstone was laid by Secretary of 
the Treasury John W. Snyder on June 1, 
1951, at the Academy Commencement 
Exercises. 

The Chapel was completed in all re- 
spects on May 15, 1952, and was dedicated 
on June 6, 1952. Mr. Daniel W. Bell, the 
National Committee Chairman, made the 
presentation to Vice Adm. Merlin O'Neill, 
Commandant of the Coast Guard, and the 
Hon. John W. Snyder, Secretary of the 
Treasury, delivered the dedication ad- 
dress. Many of the contributors were 
present as guests at the ceremonies, as 
well as those Committee Members who 
performed the task of raising the 
necessary funds. 

Thus the story of the Coast Guard 
Memorial Chapel from beginning to dedi- 
cation is complete. The building itself, 
the fittings and equipment are all the 
result of the contributions and efforts of 
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a large tumber of Americans who felt 
the need for a fitting memorial to honor 
all Coast Guardsmen from 1790 to the 
present who have given their lives serv- 
ing humanity in peace and in war. 
The United States Coast Guard Memo- 
rial Chapel will stand, too, as a perpetual 
memorial to those future Coast Guards- 
men, whoever they are, who will “have 
to go out, but not have to come back.” 


Captain Thomas 
Commends Auxiliary 


Members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
along the Missouri River, in CGD2, re- 
ceived a commendation from CAPT C. W. 
Thomas, District Commander, for pitch- 
ing in on flood relief during the disas- 
terous April flood. 

In CGD2’s April summary, forwarded 
to Headquarters, Captain Thomas noted : 
“In general, the Auxiliary was deployed 
in depth as a supporting element to reg- 
ular units. The District Commander was 
particularly impressed with the Omaha 
Flotilla, (CGA Flotilla 211). These 
Auxiliarists established, on their own 
initiative, a control center, complete with 
communications, status board and a run- 
ning estimate of the situation.” 

Estimates from CGD2 indicated a total 
of 1,205 persons were rescued by Coast 
Guard forces during the flood. Valuable 
livestock and personal effects of flood 
victims also were saved by CG personnel. 





The Auxiliary is starting the 1952 boat- 
ing season with 12,816 members who own 
6,922 boats, 401 airplanes and 233 ama- 
teur radio stations. Through April, 
Auxiliarists had examined 2,984 boats, 
patrolled 23 regattas, recruited 112 men 
for the ORTUPS program and performed 
342 operational assists in 1952. Aurxil- 
iary members were credited with saving 
16 lives. As part of the Auxiliary safety 
program, 1,472 persons were enrolled in 
public instruction courses, and 638 of 
them were issued basic seamanship cer- 
tificates. 
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1205 Persons Rescued from April Floods 


Coast Guardsmen from First, Fifth and Ninth Districts 
Are Used; Third and Eighth as Standbys 


For the second year flood rescue prob- 
lems occupied much of the time and 
equipment of the Second Coast Guard 
District when throughout April flooding 
of the Missouri River from Bismarck, 
N. Dak., to Booneville, Mo., and of the 
Mississippi River from St. Paul to Mus- 
eatine, Iowa, caused hardships and great 
amounts of property damage. A year 
ago the Kansas City, Kans., area had its 
greatest flood damage which brought the 
Coast Guard into action. 

This year a total of approximately 100 
officers and men were involved in the 
operations with about 40 of these from 
other districts. 

Flood units commenced early opera- 
tions in the Bismarck area, and followed 
the swelling river downstream in antic- 
ipation of each new flood crest. From 
command posts established in consecutive 
metropolitan areas, Commander, Flood 
Relief Forces, Missouri River maintained 
direct control while detached units cov- 
ered the smaller places. 

A unit from the Ninth District covered 
the upper portions of the flooded Mis- 
sissippi River beginning at the Twin 
Cities. Later this unit was released and 
the Second District personnel took over 
with operations below Lake Pepin. 

Tenders Oleander, Poplar, Fern, Foa- 
glove, and Lantana supported the oper- 
ations. Four H04S Helicopters proved 
of great worth in providing short range 
reconnaisance and emergency evacua- 
tions. In one case a middle-aged farm- 
hand was lifted from his housetop after 
spending 44 hours in the attic where he 
was driven by rising waters of the Mis- 
souri at Bismarck. With little food and 
drink, he had been tortured by the clamor 
of ice cakes pounding against the walls 
of the frame house. This rescue was 





performed by LCDR Fietcher Brown with 
one crewman, Arnold Elizer, AD1. 

Mobile units were used for communi- 
cations, while logistic support was pro- 
vided by the C54 type four-engined 
Douglas transport plane R5D provided 
by both Elizabeth City and San Fran- 
cisco Air Base. These units allowed 
rapid transportation of flood relief per- 
sonnel and equipment to critical areas, 
They were released from further flood 
duty on April 22. Other logistic support 
was provided by the Army, Navy, and 
American Red Cross. 

Excellent help was provided by the CG 
Auxiliary by deployment in depth as a 
supporting element to regular units. Of 
outstanding performance was the Omaha 
Flotilla which, on their own initiative, 
established a control center, complete 
with communications, status board, and 
a running estimate of changing situa- 
tions. 

It is estimated that a total of 1,205 
persons were rescued by combined Coast 
Guard forces during the month. This is 
aside from the large amount of livestock 
and personal effects also saved by Coast 
Guardsmen. 


Pilot Rules Must Be Posted 


Coast Guard vessels are not exempt 
from the law applicable to the harbors, 
rivers, inland waters, Great Lakes, and 
western rivers and vessels thereon which 
require the posting of two copies of the 
pilot rules in a conspicuous place aboard. 
Motorboats are exempt, however, from 
the requirement of carrying the pilot 
rules. And public vessels which are 
motorboats as defined in section 1, act 
of April 25, 1940 (46 U. S. C. 526) like- 
wise are not required to carry or post 
the pilot rules. 
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HEAVY SNOWS, “CHINOOKS” AND LONG RAINS work together to help produce 
an almost annual springtime flood problem for parts of the Middle West. This 
spring was not an exception as is seen in these flood scenes and the Coast Guard’s 
part in them. Upper left—An H04S helicopter from the Traverse City (Mich.) 
Air Station makes a strange sight as it rests on the main street in Fort Pierre, 
S. Dak., where landings and take-offs were made to evacuate sick persons and 
transfer them across the swollen Missouri River to the hospital in Pierre, S. Dak. 
Upper right—Coast Guard Helicopters from Elizabeth City, N. C., and Traverse 
City, Mich., use the athletic field of a Sioux City, Iowa, high school as a staging 
point while making rescues and observations in the flooded areas. Lower left— 
Another helicopter hovers over South Sioux City, Nebr., on a search mission. 
Ninety percent of the city was flooded, causing the evacuation of 7,000 people. The 
view from another helicopter shows the few remaining dry blocks in the town and 
hastily erected but efficient earthen levee around the Catholic Church in the lower 
left corner. Lower right—During the emergency the Coast Guard, Navy and Red 
Cross worked as a unit at the Naval Training Center in Sioux City, Iowa. At the 
center the Coast Guard established an operations base commanded by LT. L. Sadler. 
The Red Cross received disaster calls at the Center, then passed them to the Coast 
Guard for action. Rear, left to right, LCDR S. C. Kivett, USNR, CO of the Center ; 
Mrs. C. H. Hyinch, Red Cross Motor Corps Chairman, and LT L. Sadler, USCG, 
subcommander section flood relief forces, Missouri River area. 





Seaman Wins Rings Championship when George Wikler, SA, attached to the 
Cape May Receiving Center won the 

The Coast Guard scored at the Na- championship and a gold medal by one- 
tional Open Rings Championship held at tenth of a point. His 52.9 score earned 
Pennsylvania State College last April him first place over the second of 52.8 
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Seaman Recruit Swims 
50 Yards to Rescue Assist 


Emergencies, and accidents causing 
them, sometimes happen embarassingly 
soon after one believes he is able to con- 
tend with them. But not so in the case 
of Jerry L. Dobbs, Sr., of Long Beach, 
Calif., who had been in the Coast Guard 
but a few weeks when he was an eyewit- 
ness last April to a light-plane crash in 
the Oakland Estuary, approximately 50 
yards off the Alameda Training Station. 





Seaman Recruit Dobbs and Plane 


Fully clothed, the 18-year-old Coast 
Guardsman jumped into the water and 
swam to the plane in time to help one of 
the four occupants extricate himself and 
make his way to shore. Somehow the 
other three occupants had managed to 
make it unassisted. 

Four Navy chiefs were in the plane 
which had just taken off for a short flight 
to Vallejo, Calif. Dobbs had noticed that 
the plane seemed to be in trouble, so he 
followed it as he walked along the parade 
ground at the training station. 

All the passengers were treated for 
shock and lacerations. In the meantime, 
the Coast Guard salvaged the badly 
wrecked plane. 

The photograph above the insert is of 
Dobbs with visible facial cuts received 
while working to get a Navy Chief Hos- 
pitalman from the plane. Large photo 
shows the plane and Garret B. Lok, 
CBOSN, Security Officer of the Alameda 
Base, directing salvage operations. 
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Lyle Gun Receives 
Few Changes During 
Last 76 Years 


Seventy-five years ago, in April 1875, 
a project was begun which led to th 
development of the Lyle Gun, the line 
throwing gun that has been standard 
equipment at Coast Guard lifeboat sta- 
tions for more than 7 decades. Although 
the name “Lyle Gun” is synonymous with 
breeches buoy rescue operations of the 
Coast Guard, the gun was developed by 
1st Lt. David A. Lyle, an Army officer 
then serving at the Springfield Arsenal. 

Lieutenant Lyle wrote of his experi- 
ments that developed the gun, “The writer 
appreciated the fact that many improve- 
ments are yet to be made in lifesaving 
apparatus, and entertains the hope that 
his humble efforts may serve as a basis 
upon which to found future experiments.” 

Up to date, Lyle has been completely 
wrong. His gun is ideal for the purpose 
of throwing a line from shore to a vessel 
stranded at distances up to 700 yards 
from shore. 

Tests show that the Lyle gun could be 
replaced by rockets, but their cost would 
be much greater, and they would do the 
job no better. 

Except for modifications in the firing 
pin and gun carriage, the Lyle gun is the 
same today as whein Lieutenant Lyle 
sent his 164th report to the Chief of Army 
Ordnance in August 1878. 


CG Basketballers Finish Third 


Named the “Coast Guard Shorties” by 
tourney officials because of six foot, one 
inch average height, the Twelfth Coast 
Guard District quintet finished third in 
the All-Western Inter-Service Basketball 
Tournament at San Diego in March. 
They were defeated by a Navy squad and 
an Army team in the 5-day double elim- 
ination meet. Ship’s Clerk Hugh Cra- 
ven, assistant personnel officer for the 
District, coached the team and Philip 
Arnold, HN1 acted as team trainer. 
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A SPIRITED DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS FROM THE ALAMEDA TRAINING STATION parades in a 
civic event at Oakland, Calif. A snappy contingent, the group finds a deserved popu- 


larity. (See story below.) 


Many Trophies Honor 
Drum and Bugle Corps 


One of the most versatile and popular 
marching groups on the West Coast is 
the Drum and Bugle Corps of the Ala- 
meda Training Station which by the date 
of its first birthday, a short while ago, 
had won three firsts, one second, and one 
third place in five competitive parades 
where other military services and civil- 
ian groups participated. 

Headed by John H. Sherman, YN2c, 
the Corps of 20 men has been well trained 
by him so that their musical repertoire ex- 
tends from “Semper Paratus” to the zest- 
ful “La Cucaracha.’”’ Such musie ac- 
companied by the sight of dress blue 
uniforms, white leggings and white 
gloves is a winning combination. 

Despite frequent transfers of trainees 
in the corps resulting from classes grad- 
uating in indoctrination training, Yeo- 
man Sherman soon finds that replace- 
ments work out better than could be 
expected. The increasing number of 
trophies attests to this fact. 


Four Navy officers recently were given 
a week’s indoctrination course at the 
Thirteenth District’s Rescue Coordina- 
tion Center. They will stand watches in 
the RCC when a Navy mission is in prog- 
ress, or a large-number of naval forces 
are participating in a major incident. 


CAPT Kossler Award Given 
to Army Field Forces 


The CAPT W. J. Kossler award of the 
American Helicopter Society was pre- 
sented to The United States Army Field 
Forces by VADM Merlin O’Neill, Com- 
mandant, U. §S. Coast Guard, at the 
Eighth Annual Forum of the Society held 
in Washington last month. 

The award was made to the Field 
Forces for developing technique, equip- 
ment and organization making possible 
the success of helicopter work in Korea. 
It was stated in the presentation speech 
made by VADM O’Neill that Army heli- 
copters had evacuated nearly 5,000 battle 
casualties with a force of only 12 of the 
rotary-winged aircraft. 

Given annually by the helicopter so- 
ciety, the award was established in the 
name of CAPT Kossler to commemorate 
his efforts in winning the support of the 
armed services and civil aviation author- 
ities both in the United States and Great 
Britain to the value of the helicopter in 
peacetime and in war. 

The first award was given last year 
to Col Richard T. Kight, USAF for his 
devotion to the development of the heli- 
copter in the Air-Sea Rescue Operations 
of the Air Force. 

CAPT Kossler died in 1945 and from 
May 1940 until shortly before his death 
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he was chief of the Aviation Engineering 
Division at Headquarters. On June 10, 
the Navy Commendation Ribbon was 
awarded posthumously to him for out- 
standing performance of duty in connec- 
tion with helicopter development for 
service use since May 24, 1940. “Because 
of his broad vision and his confidence in 
the principle of rotary wing aircraft,” the 
citation read, “Captain Kossler recom- 
mended its adaption for military and 
Coast Guard rescue use and was instru- 
mental in establishing an effective train- 
ing program in the Coast Guard Air Sta- 
tion in Brooklyn, New York. Subsequent 
important rescues were performed, prov- 
ing his theory of the adaptability and 
ultimate usefulness of the helicopter.” 


CG Academy Adopts 
New Semester Plan 


A new academic year of three terms 
for the Coast Guard Academy has been 
announced by the Academic Board and 
the Commandant’s Advisory Committee 
of the Academy. Instead of the present 
two terms plus the usual summer devoted 
to the training cruise there will be a 
fall term of 14 weeks, a winter term of 
9 weeks, and a spring term of 9 weeks. 
Each academic term will be followed by 
1 week of final examinations. The new 
arrangement allows the cadets to com- 
plete one academic term before departing 
on Christmas leave. Two short terms 
within the winter-spring period will make 
possible the better presentation of cer- 
tain subject matter which is more easily 
assimilated by cadets if studied over a 
shorter academic term. 

Following a year and half study by 
the Board and Committee of details of 
a curriculum that would improve the 
present course of study in order to meet 
new service requirements for the Acad- 
emy graduates, the new three-term cur- 
riculum will be put into effect for the 
first time in September of this year. 

Several subjects have been scheduled 
for study in different years than hereto- 
fore with the thought in mind of not 
causing a cadet to study more than three 
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major subjects at one time. Better bal- 
ance in courses has thereby been 
achieved. This is obvious in the light- 
ened amount of academic work included 
in the fall term of the fourth class year 
and the spring term of the first class 
year. 

A new program of practical work for 
the second class and an extensive and 
comprehensive indoctrination program 
for the new fourth class has completely 
replaced*the formal academic work for 
those classes during the summer period. 
The indoctrination program for the 
fourth classes will henceforth be taught 
by cadets of the second class which will 
give an opportunity for leadership de- 
velopment in that group. Cruises for 
the first and third class will continue to 
be for a 12-week duration while the sec- 
ond and fourth class will have a 3-weeks’ 
cruise after the completion of the long 
one, 

Another revision of interest is in the 
physical education program where the 
change results in scheduled physical edu- 
cation classes to be held only during the 
fourth class year; however, all first 
classmen will act as coaches for the pur- 
pose of training and exercising under- 
classmen during the athletic period from 
1600 to 1700 daily. As heretofore, all 
cadets participating in varsity sports will 
be excused from this schedule during 
the sports season. 

The preceding and additional informa- 
tion will be contained in the new Academy 
-atalog which is to be printed and made 
ready for distribution in a few months’ 
time. 

Members of the Commandant’s Advi- 
sory Committee are Dr. Joseph W. 
Barkeu, chairman, Frank A. Southard, 
Jr., Eugene Carusi, VADM E. L. Coch- 
rane, USN (Ret), Dr. Solomon C. Hollis- 
ter, General John M. Franklin and Dr. 
Roy Bloush. Those on the Academic 
Board are RADM A. C. Hall, Superintend- 
ent of the Academy; CAPT E. J. Roland, 
CAPT C. G. Bowman, CAPT G. F. Hicks, 
CDR A. A. Lawrence, CDR J. B. Hoag, 
CDR D. T. Adams, LCDR L. W. A. Ren- 
shaw, LCDR W. F. Adams, and LCDR 
S. L. Smith. 
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SECRETARY OF TREASURY JOHN W. SNYDER PRESENTING the Legion of Merit to CDR Ralph 


M. West while Mrs. West looks on with obvious approval. 


Legion of Merit Is Given 
CDR Ralph M. West 


The Legion of Merit was awarded 
CDR Ralph M. West by President Tru- 
man and presented to the Commander 
by Secretary of Treasury John W. Snyder 
in his office last month. 

The citation accompanying the award 
reads as follows: 

“For exceptionally meritorious con- 
duct in the performance of outstanding 
services as Commanding Officer of the 
U. S. C. G. C. Cherokee during the rescue 
of survivors of the U. S. S. Valcour, when 
that vessel and the S. S. Thomas Tracy 
collided approximately 5 miles east of 
Cape Henry, near Norfolk, Va. Dis- 
playing sound judgment and excellent 
seamanship, Commander (then Lieu- 
tenant Commander) West skillfully 
maneuvered his vessel through flaming 
oil, and reached the scene approxi- 
mately 6 minutes after the collision. He 
expertly directed the fire fighting efforts 
and, despite the possibility of explosion 
from the large container of gasoline 
stored aboard the Valcour, kept the 
Cherokee lashed to the burning vessel 
until the fire had been brought under 





(See story below.) 


control. The expeditious and effective 
manner in which Commander West di- 
rected his command resulted in saving 
44 men from the water and materially 
contributed to minimizing the damage to 
the Valcour. His exceptional initiative, 
inspiring leadership and unwavering de- 
votion to duty were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States 
Coast Guard.” 


Coast Guard Teregram 
Entered in Two Races 


The 58-foot schooner Teregram, Coast 
Guard veteran of many past races, will 
be entered in the bi-annual Newport- 
Bermuda yacht classic and will be skip- 
pered by CDR James Alger, who is pres- 
ently assigned to Headquarters as budget 
officer. 

According to latest reports some 50 
yachts had been listed on the entry sheet. 
Though a bi-annual affair, the Teregram 
has not been an entry since 1946. 

Among those accompanying Com- 
mander Alger as crew members this year 
will be LCDR Donald S§S. Fraser (R), 
ENS John H. Byrd, Jr., ENS Peter A. 
Morril and ENS David C. McClary. 
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New Reserve Policies Approved 


Numerous significant items of Coast 
Guard Reserve policy, recommended by 
the Reserve Policy Board which met last 
December, have received the Comman- 
dant’s approval. In several instances ac- 
tion to implement the approved policies 
is already underway. 

Of the many recommendations submit- 
ted by the Reserve Policy Board, several 
received positive concurrence and others 
were approved in part or left open for 
further study. 


Recommendations approved are that: 
* Reserve personnel being called to 
active duty under the provision of the 
Universal Military Training and Serv- 
ice Act be assigned to duties in keep- 
ing with their particular competency ; 
provided there is a need for their serv- 
ices in the specialty in which they are 
trained, 
* A Reserve officer skilled in the field 
of personnel procurement be called to 
active duty to establish an active pro- 
gram of personnel procurement for the 
Ready and Standby Reserve. This offi- 
cer should be assigned to the Reserve 
Division and should not be below the 
rank of Lieutenant. 
* Instructions be issued to Coast Guard 
Recruiting activities clarifying the 
manner in which personnel are enlisted 
in the Organized and Volunteer Reserve 
and stressing the need for greater ac- 
tivity in this field. In particular, there 
should be specific instructions provid- 
ing for the enlisting of Reserves in 
those locations remote from recruiting 
stations where Organized Reserve 
Units now exist. The enlistment pro- 
cedure should be such that the enlistee 
may be enlisted at the local Organized 
Reserve Unit. 
* The SPAR Organization be re- 
activated by taking the following steps: 
(1) Prepare procedures for, dissemi- 
nate information concerning, and es- 
tablish a program for the reactivation 
of commissions and reenlistment of 





former SPARS. (2) Prepare proce- 
dures for, disseminate information 
concerning, and establish a program 
for the commissioning and enlistment 
of SPAR candidates. (3) Establish a 
program for the training of enlisted 
SPARS. This training should be cen- 
tered about the rates of Yeoman, 
Storekeeper, and Radioman. The full- 
est possible use should be made of the 
present Reserve Training organization 
to implement the program. 

* That the Navy Reserve Officer Candi- 
date Program, popularly known as ROC 
One, ROC Two, and ROC (W), be in- 
vestigated to determine the desirability 
of a similar plan for the Coast Guard. 
This study should be undertaken in 
the light of long range planning for 
the time when the present 90-day 
course at the Academy has been termi- 
nated and Reserves from the latter 
source are completing their required 
active duty tour. 

* Appropriate amounts of small arms 
be furnished to the Organized Reserve 
Units for training purposes. 

* Recognized specialties of Reserve 
officers be enumerated and defined, and 
the apportionment of Reserves to the 
various specialties and to the various 
ranks within these specialties be re- 
examined, thoroughly studied and 
modified as necessary to fulfill the 
needs of the war mobilization plans. 
In addition priorities should be as- 
signed to the various specialties to 
assist in the most effective use of the 
Reserve Training effort. 

* The entire effort available for pre- 
paring to meet war mobilization man- 
power commitments be concentrated on 
building a vigorous Volunteer and Or- 
ganized Reserve and should not be ex- 
tended to a program for temporary 
members of the Reserve at this time. 

* District Reserve Policy Boards pat- 
terned after Headquarters Reserve 
Policy Board be established for the 
purpose of advising Headquarters Re- 
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ORTUPS Trainees Given Practical Workout at Two-Weeks Training School. Above— 
Practicing fire fighting techniques at the Astoria gas plant of the Consolidated Edi- 
son Co. Below—Instruction in dry cargo loading from Captain Edward C. Prich- 
ard, cargo officer of the Military Sea Transportation Service. 
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serve Policy Board as to Reserve policy 
modifications which would improve the 
Reserve Program. Such boards should 
meet annually during the 1st quarter 
of the calendar year and submit their 
report not later than 1 April of that 
year. 

* The Headquarters Reserve Policy 
Board meet as soon as practicable 
after the recommendations of the 
District Reserve Policy Boards have 
been received. 

* All points earned whether or not in 
excess of those counting for retirement, 
be recorded on a point credit card to 
be maintained at Headquarters for 
each officer. 

* Each officer be furnished with an 
annual statement of points with which 
he has been credited. 


Five Reserve Trainees 
Have Perfect Records 


Perfect attendance at Organized Re- 
serve weekly drills for a period of 13 
months brought commendation from the 
District Commander recently to five 
members of ORTUPS 09-163 of Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The trainees are: Stanley 
N. Bovit, SA; Charles H. David, SA; 
James T. Dvorak, YNC; William J. Har- 
mon, SR; and Harold R. Swope, SA. 

A letter from the Commander of the 
Ninth Coast Guard District, containing 
the following commendation, was read 
recently to a muster of all hands of the 
ORTUPS: 

“The above named men are to be com- 
mended for their exemplary record. The 
type of performance exhibited by these 
men is entirely to the credit of your Unit, 
this office and the U, S. Coast Guard.” 


VTU Commended 
On Training Program 


Commendation for conducting “an in- 
structive and interesting training pro- 
gram geared to the needs of a large 
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composite unit’ was conveyed recently 
to Volunteer Reserve Training Unit 3-1, 
New York, in a letter from the Com- 
mander, Third Coast Guard District. 

The schedule which brought forth the 
commendation covers weekly drill ses- 
sions for the quarter, 7 April to 30 June. 
Like other Volunteer Reserve programs, 
it was planned and arranged by officers 
of the unit. 

Among the topics in the schedule are 
an introduction to the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, a demonstration of the 
Harbor Radar Installation at Fort Wads- 
worth in New York Harbor, and a survey 
of. Aids to Navigation made aboard a 
harbor cutter. A series of lectures on 
Coast Guard duties has been introduced 
with a summary of the duties of the Cap- 
tain of the Port and the Coast Guard’s re- 
sponsibility for Port Security, the work 
of the Special Services Division, and 
Search and Rescue procedure. This unit 
is also drilling in emergency ship han- 
dling and in the use of the maneuvering 
board. 


3 New ORTUAG Bring 
Total to 15 Units 


With the activation in recent weeks of 
ORTUAG in Kansas City, Mo., New 
Orleans, La., and Battle Creek, Mich., 
the program for Organized Reserve 
Training, Vessel Augmentation now has 
a total of 15 units with an approximate 
strength of 350 men and 70 officers. 

This brings the ORTUAG program to 
about 80 percent of its current author- 
ized strength. 

Members of ORTUAG receive training 
in various seagoing ratings which will 
prepare them to man Coast Guard ships 
engaged in search and rescue, ocean sta- 
tion duties, or other sea duties of the 
Coast Guard which must be expanded 
rapidly in an emergency. In addition 
to their weekly drills, ORTUAG members 
receive 2 weeks’ shipboard training duty 
annually. 
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Reservists May Drop “R” 
In Certain Instances 


Members of the Coast Guard Reserve 
on active duty have been authorized to 
drop the “R” from the designator 
“USCGR” in situations where identifica- 
tion of their legal status as Reservists is 
not necessary. This authorization, pro- 
mulgated in Personnel Circular 23-52, 
was granted according to the circular, “in 
order that there may be less differentia- 
tion among military personnel on active 
duty.” 

It will be necessary, however, for all 
reserve personnel to be designated by 
“USCGR” in all communications and di- 
rectives originating within the Coast 
Guard establishment and in all matters 
involving official records and acts within 
the service. 


Reserve Aviation 
Training Program Begun 


The Commandant has announced the 
establishment of an Organized Reserve 
Aviation Training Program, the first in 
Coast Guard history. 

The Navy recently authorized Coast 
Guard Reserve Aviation personnel to 
participate in inner-service training with 
Naval Air Reserve Components on an 
organized basis. Coast Guard Reserve 
pilots, aircrewmen, and _ supporting 
ground personnel may now associate with 
Naval Air Reserve Patrol Plane Squad- 
tons throughout the United States. 

Coast Guard Reserve aviators and 
aviation personnel have begun training 
at Naval Air Stations at Squantum, 
Mass., Anacostia, St. Louis, and Olathe, 
Kans. The program is the same as that 
of the Naval Air Reserve. Emphasis is 
placed on antisubmarine warfare and 
search and rescue; 48 drills and 2-week 
annual training duty with pay is 
authorized. 

Transfers from the Naval and Marine 
Air Reserve to the Coast Guard Or- 
ganized Reserve may be effected. Re- 
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cently 65 Naval Reserve Aviators were 
transferred to the Coast Guard Reserve. 
These aviators volunteered for extended 
active duty to fill vacancies existing be- 
cause of the recent expansion of Coast 
Guard Aviation. 

Vacancies still exist in the Organized 
and Volunteer Coast Guard Air Reserve 
program. Inactive Naval and Marine 
Reserve Aviators, former Naval and 
Marine Aviators and former enlisted 
aviation personnel of the Air Force, 
Navy, Marines, Coast Guard and Air 
National Guard are invited to participate. 
The program is open to former 
SPARS. 

Inquiries should be directed to the Re- 
serve Director of each Coast Guard 
District or the Commandant (PR), U. 8. 
Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, 
D. C. 


also 


The President Decorates 
LCDR Thomas P. Hallock 


President Harry S. Truman has 
awarded the Gold Star in lieu of the 
Second Air Medal to LCDR Thomas 
Powell Hallock (R), for services as set 
forth in the following citation: 

“For meritorious achievement in 
aerial flight as Patrol Plane Commander 
of a Rescue Plane during the rescue of 
two Naval airmen in the Atlantic 90 miles 
east of Cape Henry, Va., on 16 May 1945. 
Braving extremely adverse conditions of 
weather and visibility to carry out a 
search for the two downed airmen, Lieu- 
tenant Commander (then Lieutenant) 
Hallock skillfully located the raft-borne 
missing men and, with barely enough 
time to drop a smoke light and make a 
tight turn before the fog closed in com- 


pletely, executed a hazardous off-shore 


landing and picked up the victims. By 
this skilled airmanship, daring initiative 
and courageous devotion to duty in the 
face of grave danger, Lieutenant Com- 
mander Hallock upheld the highest tra- 
ditions of 
Service.” 


the United States Naval 
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In the Line of Duty mak 
Apri 4, 1952. 2 © 
ine 
“i 





To the Commandant 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD. 

Dear Sir: We would like to express our appreciation to the Coast Guard and t 
LT J. R. Iversen, pilot of the helicopter, temporarily based at the Sioux City Air 
Base. ' 

Without a doubt the rescue job Lieutenant Iversen performed saved the life off 
a man, who due to flood conditions could not be reached by any other means thanj-— 
by helicopter. He was very seriously hurt when he became entangled in the power 
take-off of a tractor on our company farm, north of Sioux City. = 

Again it is very gratifying to know that our Armed Forces are aiding civilians 
in times of crisis such as we have just experienced. 

Sincerely, 








(s) Frep A. BOHMKER, 
Allied Laboratories, Inc., Sioux City, Iowa. 
To the Commandant 
UNITED STATES CoAst GUARD HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: On behalf of the owners of the steamer, Darton, we wish to express 
our sincere appreciation to the U. S. Coast Guard for the able assistance rendered 
to the vessel by the Coast Guard Cutter Winona on March 18, 1952. We wouldi¢ 
particularly commend Lieutenant Commander Russell A. Serenberg, for his excellent 
work in contacting and towing the vessel until the time that towboat assistance 
arrived. This is not the first time that we had had occasion to be indebted to 
your service and while we hope that no future need will arise for requesting your WIL 
help, it is reassuring to know that the United States Coast Guard is constantly ar 
on the alert to protect our vessels, as well as the lives and interests of the Maritimefwa,y 
industry as a whole. 19 

We extend our sincere thanks to all personnel of the Cutter Winona for their§pqy) 
efforts in behalf of the S. S. Darton and assure them that we are deeply grateful® po 





Very truly yours, SEA 
WILLIAM A. S7Avros, Na 

Vice President, Martran Steamship Co., Inc., GRA 

44 Whitehall Street, New York 4, N.Y. | Mi: 

BRO 

APRIL 14, 1952. | Na 

Commanding Officer CAM 
Key WEsT FLorIpA COAST GUARD STATION, 25 


DEAR Sir: I have just returned from a several weeks’ business trip to Brazil andj0’cc 
therefore am late in acknowledging to you the kindness and courtesy extended several. M: 
members of the St. Petersburg-Havana racing crew and their families by the Com4HEI 
manding Officer and members of the crew of the U. S. C. G. C. Nemesis when we were} P}; 
evacuated from Havana on March 10, 1952. You are probably familiar with the§art, 
circumstances making the evacuation advisable. (R 

I had been the navigator on the Caribee, but was to leave Havana the following}jpy: 
day by air for Brazil. Mrs. Rugg and a number of other wives and friends of Ap 
participants in the race who were in Havana to meet the racing fleet were evacuatedfgop 
along with a number of the racing crews who were not returning to the States om§ (4, 
the yachts in which they had sailed the race. The weather was clear but the (p 
easterly breeze had been blowing fresh too strongly against the Gulf Stream, siqpy 
the passage across the stream was wet and a bit rough. Captain Duncan, col jy 











952. 


ind ti 
y Air 
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make the trip as comfortable and pleasant as possible for all of those being evacuated. 
1 think their courtesy and consideration extended beyond what might be termed 
ine of duty and I hope that they will be advised that their passengers appreciated 


ery much the courtesies shown. 
Yours very truly, 


(s) Dan M. Ruae, 


Koppers Company, Inc., Chemical Division. 


ife off 
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GOLDBECK, William Alfred, LT 


(2874)—29 March, Natural (Ret.). 
RATOS, Einar, BM1—3 April, Illness 





wa. 


(Ret.). 

OORE, Henry  Bearl, 
March, Illness (Ret.). 
JARBRIEL, Joaquinm 
March, Illness (Ret.). 
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Jose, LHS—28 


(pressKENNA, William, LT (2946)—5 April, 
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Natural (Ret.). 


YHENEY, Alton, S., Keeper, LHS—13 


February, Natural (Ret.). 

SALVAS, Rock Joseph, LT (3231)—15 
February, Natural (Ret.). 

WILLIAMS, Claude T., BM1—12 Febru- 


ary, Natural, ( Ret.) 

WALKER, Frederick S., CDR (1462)— 
19 March, Heart Disease (Ret.). 

FILLINGER, Charles, Keeper, LHS—29 
February, Coronary Occlusion (Ret.). 

SEABROOK, Charles, BMC—1 February, 

Natural (Ret.). 

GRAY, Joseph Mitchell, BMC 
March, Natural (Ret.). 

BROWN, David Louis, CPLK—13 April, 
Natural (Ret.). 

CAMPBELL, James A., Steward, LHS— 
25 January, Natural (Ret.). 

O'CONNOR, James P. (Cook) FLHS—27 
March, Natural (Ret.). 

HEDLEY, Donald Earle, YN3—18 April, 
Plane Crash, Eleventh District. 

ALI, Mongure, CSD—22 April, Natural 
(Ret.). 

JENKS, Hayden Oscar, Bandmaster—14 
April, Iliness (Ret.). 


(L)—25 


ROEMER, Charles George, RADM 
(1063)—25 April, Heart Disease 


(Ret. ). 
HEINROTH, William Herman, Keeper, 
LHS—18 April, Heart Disease (Ret.). 








SOKOLSKI, Robert Alexander, BM1—5 
May 1952—Auto accident, Newark. 

O'CONNELL, Richard Keefe, CDR (T)— 
3 May—Coronary Occlusion, Baltimore. 

RHODY, James John, RM2—8 May—Au- 
tomobile accident, Glen Burnie, Md. 

ORTON, Jesse, Keeper, LHS—29 April— 
Natural, Clearwater, Fla. (Ret.). 

KETCHAM, Royal Philip, Yic—4 May— 
Natural, Long Island (Ret.). 


Coast Guardsmen 
Admitted to Bar 


Six Coast Guard Officers, one of them 
a SPAR, were admitted to the Bar of 
the District Court of Washington on May 
2, and four of the group became bar mem- 
bers of the District Court of Appeals on 
May 12, Headquarters announced re- 
cently. 

CDR Robert R. Russel, CDR Edward 
©. Allen Jr., LCDR Francis D. Hayward, 
and LTJG Mary Dullea, USCGR (W), 
all of Headquarters, are now authorized 
by both courts to practice law. LCDR 
Joe E. Horne, now assigned to the Thir- 
teenth District, and LCDR Kindrel N. 
Ayers, assigned to the Seventh District 
Legal Division, had already left for their 
duty stations when the Court of Appeals 
held its examination. 

All of the officers except Miss Dullea 
attended George Washington University 
of Washington, D. C., completing the de- 
gree requirements in 2 years instead of 
the usual 3 and being graduated on Octo- 
ber 1, 1951. Miss Dullea, an Ensign dur- 
ing World War II, received her degree 
from the Catholic University of America, 
Washington, on the GI Bill, and volun- 
teered for active duty on December 26, 
1951. She is presently assigned to the 
personnel division of Headquarters. 
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LCDR JOHN MALCOLM JOSEPH—“On 19 February 1952, while serving asgCoas 
Commanding Officer of the United States Coast Guard Cutter Acushnet, participating DI 
in rescue operations involving the stern section of the S. S. Fort Mercer, whichjfrom 
had broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean, during a violent winter gale. Despite thegfrom 
extremely adverse weather conditions, LCDR Joseph skillfully maneuvered his the « 
vessel alongside the drifting stern section of the Fort Mercer and, in two maneuvers,gstan 
safely removed 18 survivors from the lee side while another Coast Guard vesselfinto 
conducted rescue operations on the weather side. Lieutenant Commander Joseph's cond 
sound judgment, outstanding seamanship, initiative, courage, and unwavering devo- rolli! 
tion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast hey 
Guard.” tribu 

JOHN FRANCIS DUNN, EN1—“On 18 and 19 February 1952, while serving)* 
as a crew member aboard Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat No. CG-36524 proceeding 
to the assistance of the S. S. Fort Mercer and the S. S. Pendleton, which had broken 
in two in the Atlantic Ocean. off the coast of Cape Cod, Mass. Depsite extremely 
high seas, poor ‘visibility, intermittent snow squalls and northwest winds between 
40 and 50 miles per hour, Dunn, by his outstanding seamanship, assisted in bringing 
the lifeboat through hazardous and shallow waters in an effort to rescue survivors 
from the broken tanker Pendleton. His constant and determined efforts, during 
a 24-hour period under the most adverse conditions, materially contributed to the 
success of this extensive rescue operation. Dunn’s courage, stamina, and unwavering#i 
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Coast Guard.” 

ALFRED JOSEPH ROY, BM1, and DONALD EVERETT PITTS, SA, received 
identical citations as the preceding but with substitutions of their own names. 
All three men were and still are assigned to the Brant Point Lifeboat Station, 
Nantucket, Mass. 

JOHN JOSEPH COURTNEY, BM3 (P)—‘“On 19 February 1952, while serving 
aboard the United States Coast Guard Cutter Fastwind, engaged in rescuing sur- 
vivors from the S. S. Fort Mercer which had broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean 
off the coast of Cape Cod, Mass., during a violent winter gale. Despite the extremely 
adverse weather conditions, Courtney voluntarily went over the side of the Hastwind 
and, while clinging to a cargo net, assisted three survivors from a balsa float 
to the safety of the deck. Due to the deep rolling of the Hastwind, Courtney was at 
times partially submerged in the heavy, cold seas. His courage, initiative and 
unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Coast Guard.” 

The citation given ROLLAND WILSON HOFFERT, GM3 (P), read as above, 
however, that given to EUGENE WILFRED KORPUSIK, SA, read that at 
times “. . . he was completely submerged in the heavy cold seas.” 


“For Meritorious Performance of Duty’ — 


The Commandant has awarded the Commendation Ribbon to: 










Both Hoffert and Courtney are aboard the Eastwind but Korpusik was transferred 
to the Westwind in April. 

PHILLIP MICHAEL GRIEBEL, RM1 (P)—‘‘On 19 February 1952, while serving 
aboard the United States Coast Guard Cutter Yakutat, engaged in rendering assist 
ance to the S. S. Fort Mercer which had broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean off 
the coast of Cape Cod, Mass. Despite heavy seas, a freezing snowstorm, poor vist 
bility and winds up to 50 miles per hour, Griebel, assisted in hauling the survivors 
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of the Fort Mercer out of the water to the safety of the Yakutat. Observing that 
one survivor was entangled in the scramble net and that the swimmer tending him 
would be unable to clear him, Griebel, on his own initiative, put on a safety line 
and without the protection of a survival suit, materially assisted in clearing this sur- 
yivor and bringing him aboard. Griebel’s aggressive action, courage and unwavering 
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest tradition of the United States 
g as Coast Guard.” 

itingg DENNIS JOSEPH PERRY, SA—“On 19 February 1952, as a rescue swimmer 
‘hichafrom the United States Coast Guard Cutter Yakutat, engaged in rescuing survivors 
>» thesfrom the S. S. Fort Mercer which had broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean off 
| hisgthe coast of Cape Cod, Mass., during a violent winter gale. Perry displayed out- 
versgstanding courage and fortitude while recovering two survivors who had been thrown 
esselfinto the water from a capsized rubber boat. Despite the extremely adverse weather 
eph’sjconditions and the fact that the Yakutat was lying in the trough of the seas and 
devyosrolling deeply, Perry succeeded in getting the lines around the survivors so that 
‘oast}they could be pulled to safety. Perry’s stamina and alert actions materially con- 
tributed to the saving of two lives, and his unwavering devotion to duty was in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.” 




















rving 
dingy HERMAN MANUEL RUBINSKY, SA—received a citation identical with the 
-okengpreceding one. 


Radioman Griebel is now attending Officer Candidate School at the Coast Guard 
Academy, while Seaman Rubinsky is attending the Engineman’s School at Groton. 
RALPH LYONS ORMSBY, BMC—“On 18 and 19 February 1952, while serving as 
fficer-in-charge of CG Motor Lifeboat No. CG-—36524, proceeding to the assistance of 


ean off the coast of Cape Cod, Mass. Despite extremely high seas, poor visibility, 
ntermittent snow squalls, and northwest winds between 40 and 50 miles per hour, 
rmsby, by his outstanding seamanship, brought the lifeboat through hazardous and 
hallow water in an effort to rescue survivors from the broken tanker Pendleton. 
is constant and determined efforts, during a 24-hour period under the most 
dverse conditions, materially contributed to the success of this extensive rescue 
peration. Ormsby’s initiative, courage, stamina, and unwavering devotion to duty 
ere in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.” 


ames. 
ation, 





rvingg Chief Ormsby is officer-in-charge of the Nantucket Lifeboat Station where he has 
r sur-peen since June 1949. 

Jeeanft DONALD HOPKINS BANGS, BMC (L)—“On 18 and 19 February 1952, while 
emelyerving as officer-in-charge of Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat No. CG-36383 engaged in 


twindWendering assistance to the S. S. Pendleton which had broken in two in the Atlantic 
floatyOcean off the coast of Cape Cod, Mass. Despite extremely heavy seas, poor visibility, 
vas at@utermittent snow squalls, and northwest winds between 40 ano 50 miles per hour, 
e andsangs, by his outstanding seamanship, brought the lifeboat to the bow section of the 
f the’ endleton and stood by approximately 22 hours. During this time he and his crew 
embers were washed repeatedly by the cold seas, and were without warm clothing 
above,Pt hot food. By his determined efforts under the most adverse conditions, Bangs 
at at@naterially contributed to the success of this extensive rescue operation. His initia- 
ive, courage, stamina, and unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping with the 
ferredpighest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.” 
Since January 1951, Chief Bangs has been assigned to Cross Rip Lightship. 
orving) EMORY HAROLD HAYNES, EN1—“On 18 and 19 February 1952, while serving 
assist: t a crew member aboard Coast Guard Lifeboat No. CG-—36383, engaged in rendering 
an off P8sistance to the S. S. Pendleton which had broken in two in the Atlantic Ocean off the 
r visigeoast of Cape Cod, Mass. Despite extremely high seas, poor visibility, intermittent 
vivors 
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snow squalls, and northwest winds between 40 and 50 miles per hour, Haynes, by hi 
outstanding seamanship, assisted in bringing the lifeboat to the bow section of the 
Pendleton, and stood by approximately 22 hours. During this time, he and the othel 
crew members were washed repeatedly by the cold seas, and were without war 

clothing or hot food. By his determined efforts, under the most adverse annual 
Haynes materially contributed to the success of this extensive rescue operation. Hi 
courage, stamina, and unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping with the highey 
traditions of the United States Coast Guard.” 

ANTONIO F. BALLERINI, BM3, and RICHARD JOHN CICCONE, SN (BM 
received identical citations. All three were assigned to the Chatham, Mass., Lifeboa 
Station at the time of the rescue. 

HUGH EMMETT KATES, AD2—“On the afternoon of 30 May 1951, when he wen 
to the assistance of a young woman who had been sighted floating face down in th 
heavy surf off Ocean Beach, San Francisco. Kates was serving as a crew membe 
aboard a Coast Guard helicopter, which had been dispatched to the scene, when th 
young woman was sighted. Realizing that she was beyond self-help, Kates donnef 
the rescue harness and was lowered by the hoist into the surf. After some difficult 
and although severely buffeted by the heavy seas, Kates was able to grasp the victiy 
and hold her while they were towed to the beach by the helicopter. Kates’ initiativg 
courage, and unwavering devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditioy 
of the United States Coast Guard.” 


They Have To Go Out 


Spanish-American War—1898 

Hardly had the tocsin of the Spanish-American War sounded in 1898 when » 
Revenue Cutter McCulloch bound for San Francisco by way of Europe was cabl 
at Singapore to report to Commodore George Dewey, then commanding the Asiati 
Fleet. The cutter made a quick run to Hong Kong, there joined Dewey, and accom 
panied him in his campaign against Manila. The cutter later brought to Hong Kon 
the first news of the victory at Manila Bay. 

In the Western Hemisphere the Cutter Hudson at the battle of Cardenas on Ma 
11, 1898, sustained the fight against the gun boats and shore batteries of the enem 
side by side with the Navy torpedo boat Winslow, and when Ensign Bagley and nad 
the crew of the latter vessel had been killed and her commander wounded, the cutt? 
rescued the ship and the remainder of her crew from certain destruction under tly 
furious fire of the enemy’s guns. About this action the Secretary of Navy wrote 
“The rescue of the Winslow by the Hudson was so gallantly done in the face of mos 
galling fire, that First Lieutenant Frank H. Newcomb, R. C. S., commanding, h 
officers and men deserve the warmest commendation. The Winslow was riddl 
with shell, disabled, helpless, drifting on to the beach and with half her crew — 
but the Hudson courageously remained by her in the very center of the hottest fi 
of the action, although in constant danger of going ashore on account of the shallo 
water, until finally a line was made fast to the Winslow, and the vessel towed 0 
of the range of the enemy’s guns.” 

President McKinley made the work of the McCulloch and Hudson the subject of 
special message to Congress, in terms of high commendation and praise, and as 
reward of merit in the case of Captain Hodgson of the McCulloch (there being 
higher grade in the Revenue Cutter Service to which he could be promoted) reco 
mended that he be retired from active service on the full pay of his grade. He a 
recommended the bestowal of the gold medal of honor upon Lieutenant — 
of the Hudson, and silver medals of honor to each of his officers with bronze medals 
each of his crew. The only gold and silver medals bestowed by Congress for servic 
during the Spanish-American War were those for officers of the Revenue Cutt 
Service. 
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Lieutenant 
Stanley T. Adams 
Medal of Honor 


§ ge BITING-COLD FEBRUARY 
NIGHT, Lieutenant Adams was 
on a bitterly contested hill near 
Sesim-ni, Korea. Out of the dark 
earth some 150 Communist troops 
rose up. Ordering fixed bayonets, the 
lieutenant, with only 13 men, leaped 
up and charged furiously. He was 
knocked down by a bullet. Three 
hand grenades actually bounced off 
his body before exploding nearby. 
But when Adams and his squad were 
through, there were only 50 Commu- 
nists left on the hill—and they were 
dead. 

“Nobody likes to kill,” says Stanley 
Adams. “Nobody likes war. But today 
the surest way to invite a war is to be 
weak. You and I know that twice in 
the last ten years Americans have let 


their guard down. And the Philippine 
and Korean graveyards are filled with 
men who paid the price for it. 

“Please don’t make that tragic mis- 
take again. Remember that in the 
world today, peace is only for the 
strong. Help make your country and 
your armed services stronger still— 
by buying more... and more... and 
more United States Defense Bonds. 
Put your bond-power behind our fire- 
power, now—and together we'll keep 
America at peace!” 

x *« * 

Remember that when you’re buying bonds for 
national defense, you’re also building a per- 
sonal reserve of cash savings. Remember, too, 
that if you don’t save regularly, you generally 
don’t save at all. So sign up today in the Pay- 
roll Savings Plan where you work, or the 
Bond-A-Month Plan where you bank. For 


your country’s security, and your own, buy 
U. S. Defense Bonds now! 


Peace is for the strong... Buy U S. Defense Bonds now! 


The U.S. Government does not pay for this advertisement. It is donated by this publication 
in cooperation with the Advertising ( ouncil and the Magazine Publishers of America. 











